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Reply to Office Action Issued January 30, 2008 



Dear Sir: 



Claims 1-16 are pending in the instant application. The Examiner has concluded 
that restriction to one of the following groups is necessary: 



I. Claims 1-11 and 14-16, drawn to a self-adhesive, flexible sealing tape. 

II. Claims 12-13, drawn to a process for the manufacture of a self-adhesive, 
flexible sealing tape. 
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The Examiner explains in the Office action that the inventions listed as Groups I 
and II do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, 
under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features since 
claim 1 is either obvious over or anticipated by DE 100 63 018 Al. Accordingly, the 
Examiner states that the special technical feature linking the two inventions, self-adhesive 
core, does not provide a contribution over the prior art and so no single general inventive 
concept exists. 

The Applicants hereby elect the claims of Group I (which reads on claims 1-11 
and 14-16) for further prosecution on the merits thereof. However, the Applicants 
respectfully object to the instant restriction requirement, with traverse, as discussed 
below. 

The present application pertains to a self-adhesive, flexible vapour barrier sealing 
tape comprising at least one flexible, self-adhesive core enveloped or coated from both 
sides by a second adhesive system. The core consists of a soft, permanently elastic hot 
melt adhesive and compensates and seals uneven surface areas, as well as ensures that the 
system continues to be adhesive and impervious even in case of damage to the 
surrounding envelope/coating. In addition to the elasticity/flexibility of the core, the core 
should mainly fulfill the requirements of being immediately adhesive, solvent-free (i.e., 
environmentally harmless) and aging-resistant. The envelope or coating comprises a 
second adhesive system, namely, an expanded pressure-sensitive adhesive tape which is 
manufactured on the basis of a pure dispersion acrylate, but could also be manufactured 
on the basis of a vinyl isobutyl ether or an isobutene. The envelope/coating has a foam- 



like structure due to small, thermoplastic hollow plastic spheres filled with hydrocarbon 
gas and which expand upon exposure to a temperature in the range between 70°C and 
140°C. The well-balanced cooperation of the two components of the tape is essential for 
its purpose as a lasting and a non-removable, or substantially non-removable, adhesive 
sealing tape, i.e., at least not removable without leaving any residue. 

On the other hand, DE 100 63 018 describes a strippable double-sided adhesive 
foil comprising a base film of elastomers and 30 - 70 wt% adhesive resin, coated on both 
sides with a pressure sensitive acrylate adhesive. The main purpose of this foil is the 
adhesive bonding in conditions of high atmospheric humidity, especially for sticking onto 
vinyl wallpaper in such an atmosphere, and at the same time the possibility of removing 
the adhesive foil without damaging the substrate and without leaving any residue by 
pulling the laminate in the plane of the joint. Essential for these purposes are the nature 
and coating weights of the adhesive acrylates which are used, such as cross-linked hot 
melt acrylic adhesives or pressure sensitive adhesives which are based on an acrylate 
copolymer. 

The Applicants therefore respectfully submit that the purposes and compositions 
of the adhesive tapes recited in the present claims and those in DE 100 63 018 are quite 
different and claim 1 of the present application is neither obvious nor anticipated by DE 
100 63 018. Therefore, the technical features of claim 1 and 12 do link the two presumed 
inventions such that a single general inventive concept exists. It is submitted that the 
existence of the single general inventive concept should be acknowledged. 
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The Examiner is invited to call the undersigned if there are any remaining issues 
to be discussed which could expedite the prosecution of the present application. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Reg. No. 24,603 

D. Peter Hochberg Co., L.P.A. 
1940 E. 6 th St. -6 th Floor 
Cleveland, OH 441 14 
(216) 771-3800 
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